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EVENT DESCRIPTION SHEET 

(To be filled in and uploaded as deliverable in the Portal Grant Management System, at the due date foreseen in the 

system. 

 Please provide one sheet per event (one event = one workpackage = one lump sum).) 

PROJECT 

Participant: [1] - Association KROKODIL (KROKODIL) 

PIC number:  936033511 

Project name and acronym:  
Personal Protective Equipment for Informed 
Democratic Action - PPE4InfoDem  

 

 

EVENT DESCRIPTION 

Event number: 13 

Event name: Promotional event in Serbia  

Type: Public event  

In situ/online: in-situ 

Location: Serbia, Belgrade 

Date(s): 03/04 July 2026 

Website(s) (if any): 

 

https://www.krokodil.rs/ppe4infodem-festival-krokodil-2026-
photos/  

Participants 

Female: ≥ 300 

Male: ≥ 200 

Non-binary:  

From country 1 [Serbia]: 350 

From country 2 [EU countries]: 150 

From country 3 [US]: 3 

Total number of participants: ≥ 500 From total number of countries: 10 

Description 

Provide a short description of the event and its activities. 

On 3rd and 4th July 2026, the 18th edition of the Festival KROKODIL was held under the overreaching 
theme “Literature as Disobedience”, positioning cultural production as a form of resistance to 
manipulation, mis- and disinformation and shrinking civic space. Bringing together international and 
regional authors, journalists, activists, and with presence of over 500 visitors / audience, the festival 
created a platform, across its diverse program, for critical reflection on contemporary forms of 
information disorder, including FIMI campaigns, as well as using and normalizing fear as a tool to 

https://www.krokodil.rs/ppe4infodem-festival-krokodil-2026-photos/
https://www.krokodil.rs/ppe4infodem-festival-krokodil-2026-photos/
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suppress freedom of information and expression. By combining research, artistic expression, public 
dialogue, and community-based support mechanisms, the festival exposed the structures and 
narratives underlying FIMI campaigns, challenged the normalization of violence and hate speech in 
public discourse, empowered audiences to critically engage with information ecosystems and 
strengthened the resilience of individuals and communities against intimidation and manipulation. 
 
In line with its theme, the festival demonstrated that cultural spaces can serve as powerful platforms 
for resisting information manipulation and defending freedom of expression in increasingly polarized 
and constrained environments. 
 
The Festival was the occasion to present the PPE4InfoDem project, its objectives, principles, activities 
and achievements so far. Participants of the festival got to know the digital tools promoted by this 
project, including the platform that will be soon available, and the timeline of future events, to increase 
their participation. In the framework of PPE4InfoDem, several interactive sessions were organized, 
and they are described as follows.  
 
In a series of interdisciplinary events directly addressing these issues through artistic, research-based 
and dialogical formats, the KROKODIL festival program and in particular in its specific events – such 
as VROOOM theatre play FUN FACTS, stage performance Hate Poetry, public discussion event Why 
do you say love when you mean war, podcast with Rachel Kushner addressing these topics, as well 
as a live discussion 2 on 1 with Lea Ypi and Asne Seierstad – represented a unique and far-reaching 
aware-raising campaign. 
 
The multimedia performance FUN FACTS, presented in the evening program, combined experimental 
music, visual elements, and narrative fragments to explore how “facts” are constructed, distorted, and 
instrumentalized in contemporary media environments. As part of the PPE4InfoDEM project, the 
performance critically examined the fragmentation of truth and the role of spectacle in shaping public 
perception. 
Through irony and performative exaggeration, the piece highlighted mechanisms typical of FIMI 
campaigns: selective framing, emotional triggering, and the blurring of boundaries between fact and 
fiction. By engaging audiences on a sensory level, the performance encouraged critical distance from 
information flows and questioned the authority of dominant narratives. 
 
The Hate Poetry program (presented in the framework of PPe4InfoDem) addressed digital violence, 
disinformation ecosystems, and the normalization of aggressive discourse online. By publicly reading 
hate speech, threats, and abusive comments directed at public figures, the event exposed the 
language of manipulation and intimidation embedded in digital communication. The format transforms 
private harassment into a collective experience, revealing its absurdity and systemic nature. This 
performative reframing dismantles fear as a control mechanism and empowers both speakers and 
audiences. The event also demonstrated how coordinated harassment and disinformation campaigns 
rely on emotional escalation, polarization, and the dehumanization of dissenting voices. 
 
“Why Do You Say Love When You Mean War? 2.0” – The presentation of the research “Why Do You 
Say Love When You Mean War? 2.0” provided a key analytical framework for understanding 
manipulation and the production of violence in society. The study examined how media narratives, 
collective memory, and institutional discourse contribute to the normalization of violence and the 
susceptibility of citizens, particularly youth, to manipulation and radicalization. Findings emphasized 
that violence is increasingly perceived not as an isolated phenomenon but as a systemic and politically 
produced mechanism, sustained through media, public speech, and institutional practices. The 
discussion connected these insights to contemporary disinformation environments, showing how 
unresolved historical narratives and identity conflicts are instrumentalized in FIMI campaigns to 
deepen divisions and hinder democratic dialogue. 
 
“2 on 1” Conversation (Lea Ypi and Åsne Seierstad) - format brought together prominent authors Lea 
Ypi and Åsne Seierstad in a dialogue moderated by Adriana Zaharijević. The conversation explored 
the relationship between political narratives, propaganda, and individual agency, drawing on 
experiences from authoritarian and conflict-affected contexts. By addressing how states and media 
systems construct “truth,” the discussion illuminated mechanisms of information control and fear-
based governance. The authors reflected on how language, censorship, and ideological framing 
shape public understanding and limit freedom of expression, particularly in times of war and political 
crisis. 
 
The live recording of the KROKODIL podcast featuring Rachel Kushner expanded the festival’s reach 
beyond the physical event, contributing to sustained public engagement. The podcast format enabled 
in-depth discussion on literature, politics, and the role of narrative in confronting systems of power. By 
situating literary production within broader socio-political contexts, the conversation addressed how 
storytelling can challenge dominant discourses, expose manipulation, and resist simplified or 
propagandistic interpretations of reality. 
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The participation of Lea Ypi on the main stage further reinforced the festival’s focus on freedom, truth, 
and resistance. Her work, grounded in reflections on totalitarianism and democratic transition, 
provided a critical lens on ideological control, propaganda, and the fragility of freedom. 
 
Through personal and philosophical insights, Ypi highlighted how fear operates as a political tool, 
limiting dissent, shaping behavior, and sustaining systems of power. Her contribution underscored the 
importance of critical thinking and intellectual autonomy in countering manipulation. 
 
The Right(s) Therapy sessions, implemented within the “Power of the People” framework, offered a 
participatory and psychosocial approach to addressing fear, pressure, and burnout among activists 
and human rights defenders. These sessions created a safe space for reflection and exchange, 
acknowledging the emotional and psychological impact of sustained exposure to hostile narratives, 
disinformation, and intimidation. By strengthening resilience and solidarity, the workshops directly 
counteracted one of the core objectives of FIMI campaigns: the silencing and withdrawal of critical 
voices from the public sphere. 
 
All these sessions constituted the ensemble of the promotional event in Serbia, giving to participants 
the possibility to know the project but also to increase their knowledge on the topics and the issues 
brought forward by PPe4InfoDem. The event was highly participated, with more than 500 people 
attending; the stated numbers are the result of an average calculation, as it was a free and ticket-less 
event. 
Link to the photos of the event https://www.krokodil.rs/ppe4infodem-festival-krokodil-2026-photos/  
Videos were shot during the event and are published at the following links: 
Fun Facts: https://youtu.be/E-y6mJLoTlQ 
Hate Poetry - https://youtu.be/uv5ME6DvHa8  
2 on 1: https://youtu.be/uStA3K78Qck 
Rachel Kushner live podcast: https://youtu.be/w2sJ6OLdh9Y  

 

HISTORY OF CHANGES 

VERSION PUBLICATION DATE CHANGE 

1.0 13.07.2026 Initial version (new MFF). 

2.0 29.07.2026. Final version 
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